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Elizabeth as soon as his wife died, gave rise to a
pretty general opinion that Katharine was either
poisoned or otherwise ill treated. But there are
many circumstances that point in the contrary
direction, and there can be no reasonable doubt
now, that although in her inmost mind she had
begun to distrust her husband, and the anxiety
so caused may have contributed to her illness, she
died (on the 5th September) of ordinary puerperal
fever.

She was buried in great state in the chapel at
Sudeley Castle, and her remains, which have been
examined and described several times, add their
testimony to the belief that the unfortunate Queen
died a natural death. The death of Katharine Parr,
the last, and least politically important, of Henry's
six wives, took place, so far as English history is
concerned, on the day that heralded the death
of her royal husband. From the moment that
Somerset and his wife sat in the seats of the mighty
there was no room for the exercise of political in-
fluence by the Queen-Dowager; and these latter
pages telling of her fourth marriage, this time for
love, form but a human postscript to a political
history.

